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The Obama Update 
Letty Mauriello 

 It has been three months since 

the inauguration of our president Barack 

Obama, and in less than one-hundred 

days he has made significant changes in 

America and has received both criticism 

and praise from not just the nation, but 

the world.  

 One of several things Obama is 

currently in the process of improving is 

our shipwrecked economy. Plans to 

rejuvenate Americaôs economy include 

doubling the production and use of 

alternative energy over old and wasteful 

methods, more time and money is to be 

invested into science, research and 

technology with the hopes that this will 

lead to medical breakthroughs, new 

discoveries and, ultimately, new job 

opportunities. With the ban on federal 

funding for stem-cell research removed 

last month, there are sure to be many 

advances in the medical field.  

Many Americans, such as Mr. 

Winters, a high school science teacher at 

Black River, are thrilled with Obamaôs 

decision to authorize federal funding of 

stem-cell research, ñIt will surely solve 

many problems,ò states Mr. Winters. 

Other tactics to stimulate the 

economy include modernizing federal 

buildings to save Americans billions on 

energy bills and providing broadband 

across the nation so that small businesses 

can expand and make more jobs. 

 Another topic Obama has 

repeatedly spoken of is security in 

general, with sub-topics including the  

 

 

 

 

security of our nation and the security of 

our troops overseas. It is now, more than 

ever, that we are taking notice of a new 

area of security, the security of the seas 

themselves. With the recent attack on the 

Maersk-Alabama, our countryôs mindset 

has been thrust towards yet another 

imperative and growing problem: piracy, 

particularly piracy located off the 

Somalian coast. It is here that ships sail 

by everyday to reach Southwestern Asia, 

most of which are unarmed. Obamaôs 

response to the frightening rise in piracy 

is considered cautious, but his 

administration plans to tackle the issue 

with new strategies to prosecute and 

imprison pirates.  

 I asked Mr. Bannon, a history 

teacher at BRHS, his beliefs on whether 

Obama is doing enough to protect US 

ships from attacks such as these, ñI think 

heôs doing enough,ò says Bannon, ñHow 

much can someone do about something 

like this? I mean, itôs like a needle-in-a-

haystack situation because you donôt 

know when these pirates are going to 

appear and the ocean is huge.ò 

 With over three years remaining 

in Obamaôs presidency, there is no doubt 

that there will be more changes to 

America and several more plans 

processed and put into action to better 

our nation. 

 

 
 



Gay Marriage Update  
                    Anna Sanford 

       In the previous paper I wrote 
a story on Gov. Jim Douglas 

vetoing the right of Gay Marriage, 

on Tuesday April 7, 2009 

Vermont became the fourth U.S. 
state to legalize same -sex 

marriage, after a dramatic vote in 

the legislature. The House voted 
100 -49 just barley enough to 

beat two thirds of level  needed to 

override the Govenors veto. 
Vermont was the first state to 

legalize civil unions  for same -sex 

couples, and it now joins 
Connecticut, Massachusetts and 

Iowa in giving homosexuals the 

right to marry. In those three 

states, the courts were 
respons ible for pursuing the 

change.  

That Tuesday morning's 
legislative relief came less than a 
day after Jim Douglas issued a 

veto message saying òThe bill 

would not improve the lot of gay 
and lesbian couples because it 

still would not provide them 

rights under federal and other 
states' laws . In many articles 

posted on the internet , there is 

word that Douglas thought of the 

Gay Marriage rights as one of the 
lesser importants to the state, 

òWhat really disappoints me is 

that we have spent some time on 
an issue dur ing which another 

thousand Vermonters have lost 

their jobs," the governor said a 
day before the law passed. òWe 

need to turn ou r  attention to 

balancing a budget without 
raising taxes, growing the 

economy, putting more people to 

work."  

 

Robbery in Rutland 
Hannah Brzoza 

 A robbery took place at the Daly 

express convenient store in Rutland City 

the night of Thursday the 16
th
. It was a 

man wearing a mask who also happened 

to have a gun. When the man 

approached the employee at this small 

gas station/ convenient store he went 

right for the register and had the 

employee move out of the way. The 

robber didnôt say much and no one 

knows yet how much money he got 

away with. After the robbery the police 

came and didnôt know where the man 

had gone. They sent out a search dog 

who tried to go in two different 

directions. ñThe clerk described the 

robber as between 5 feet 5 inches to 5 

feet 6 inches tall with a medium build. 

The man wore jeans, a black hooded 

sweat shirt and a hockey or fencing-style 

mask that hid his faceò ïRutland Herald. 

This man has not been found. 

 

Solar Energy in Vermont 
Rachel Brzoza 

 

It has been announced that this 

summer, Green Mountain Power will be 

building the largest solar display in New 

England. This 200 kilowatt project will 

be constructed for an area in Berlin, 

Vermont which is just west of 

Montpelier. The site has been approved 

for solar installation, as it is an open 

space with plenty of sun.  

President and Chief Executive 

Officer of Green Mountain Power, Mary 

Powell, explains that the reasoning 

behind building a solar display is, 



ñsupplying customers with power that 

has low carbon emissions, low cost and 

high reliability.ò She also believes that it 

will be very cost effective due to 

declining solar costs, grants, and tax 

credits.   

Green Mountain Power has 

chosen Alteris Renewables, of 

Montpelier, Vermont to build the plant. 

While selecting a company, Green 

Mountain Power kept in mind whether 

or not it would support a green economy, 

and create jobs for Vermonters. 

 The planning and permitting has 

already begun, and the project is 

predicted to be finished by this summer. 

Many people are anticipating this well 

needed change, while others are simply 

excited to see its turnout.  

 

NECAP 
Jake Covell 

 

Once every year since 2005, kids 

among New England take part in a 

testing system set up by the sate called 

NECAP. The NECAP tests measure 

studentsô academic knowledge and 

skills. The tests are for science, math, 

reading and writing. They are only taken 

by 8
th
 and 11

th
 graders.   

 Black River did exceptionally 

well in the tests during 2008. The 8
th
 

grade class had over 50% of their 

students proficient or above in reading, 

math, and writing. Science followed 

closely with 40% proficient and above 

the standards. In the 11
th
 grade there was 

86% of students proficient or above he 

standard. In two categories students 

scored higher than the states average for 

both 8
th
 and 11

th
 grade. 

 Many members of the 

community were very proud of this 

achievement. The school had an 

assembly during the day to celebrate 

how well the students had done. When 

asked about how he felt about the test 

score Mr. Mckiag said ñIôm glad that the 

English scores were very high but I am 

hoping that soon we will be able to get 

the science and math scores up to show 

what a great school we are.ò Coming up 

soon are the science NECAPôS which 

needed improvement from last year.  

When it came to comparing to 

last years NECAP testing scores they 

paled in comparison. Each subject for 

the high school students had improved 

by more than ten percent. Soon enough 

the 2009 NECAPS will be taken and 

hopefully we will be just as successful if 

not more. 

 

Black River Baseball and Softball 
Tim Rumrill 

 

This past week the defending 

champion Presidents opened up the 

season and with quite a bang.  

The lady Presidents took on Green 

Mountain in their season opener. The 

game was an all around effort with the 

end result being a 20-4 win for the girls. 

Amanda Chambers started the game and 

looked sharp throughout.  

 

The Black River Boys also took on 

Green Mountain in their first game. 

Captain Johnny Durgin got the start and 

had a hitless outing. Kyle Elhers would 

come on in relief and was credited with 

the win. In the game hits as well as runs 

were scarce as the game took eight 

innings to decide a victor.  

 

The second game for the Presidents was 

a rematch between the Green Mountain 

Chieftains and the Presidents. This game 

would no be as stressful as it only took 

six innings to decide a winner. Although 

Johnny Durgin would get the start, it 



would be Kyle Elhers who would add 

yet another W to his status. The 

Presidents would come out of the game 

winners as they rolled to a 13-4 win. 

 

The Black River Girls squared off 

against Twin Valley Wednesday and 

defeated the Wildcats 11-2. The pitching 

as always seemed to be unstoppable as 

Twin Valley could only fair two runs off 

Amanda Chambers. The Black River 

bats were hot this game and the end 

result would show for it. 

 

Black Riverôs third game was against 

Twin Valley which was shaping up to be 

a good battle. However the lack of play 

by Twin Valley would become the 

biggest factor. Jake Covell would get the 

start and lasted 4 innings, pervading 5 

hits in his outing. Lefty Chris Kowalski 

would come in for relief after a great 

performance from Covell ñseal-the-dealò 

for the Presidents. There was no 

shortage of offense as the BR boys put 

up an 11 spot in the first inning. Only 

once did the Presidents seem to give 

breathing room to Twin Valley. This 

came when Coach Cliff Duncan brought 

in George Molnier, who held to the 

Presidents scoreless. Molnier would 

come out in order to keep himself 

eligible for Fridayôs start against the 

Leland and Gray Rebels. Black River 

would end up adding to the lead as they 

ended up beating the Wildcats 23-6 in 5 

innings. 

 

The most recent of the games for the 

Presidents was the great battle between 

them and the Division III reining 

champion Rebels. Johnny Durgin and 

Kyle Elhers pitched well as they held the 

game close for Black River. In this game 

runs would be scarce and very valuable. 

The third man, Johnny Durgin, would 

come through with a big homerun to 

breakup the tie giving the presidents 

confidence for the rest of the game. 

Black River would end up winners in a 

7-4 victory against the Leland and Grey 

Rebels. 

UConn Claims NCAA 

Womenôs Basketball 
Championship 

Alyssa Collins 

 

 

 UConnôs season definitely was 

one to remember, ending their season 

unbeaten and claiming a national 

championship. This is the third UConn 

womenôs basketball team to go unbeaten 

in the schoolôs history. They achieved 

this goal under the guidance and 

coaching of Geno Auriemma.  

 The Huskies started the 

tournament with a strong win over 

UVM, and another blow out when they 

played Florida. After the Gators UConn 

took on California and following Cali 

was Arizona State. Finally the Huskies 

made it to the Final Four and challenged 

Stanford. The Huskies played well and 

earned themselves a spot to compete for 

a national title. On April 7, 2009 the lady 

Huskies went into the championship 

game. They played against Louisville 

and showed them why they were ranked 

Number One in the tournament.   

 No one was surprised when 

UConn made it to the Final Four and 

claimed the national title. But the 

Huskies werenôt done yet. Connecticut 

was honored with several big awards. 

Coach Geno Auriemma was named 

Coach of the Year by The Associated 

Press and Mia Moore became only the 

second sophomore ever to be presented 

with The Associated Pressô Player of the 

Year.  



 The UConn Huskies have done 

some incredible things on the court and 

have been recognized for them. It is a 

great honor to win a national title, but an 

even greater honor to have players from 

your team be honored on a national 

scale. Adding to UConnôs  pride is their 

coach Geno Auriemma has been asked 

and accepted the offer to coach the U.S. 

Womenôs Basketball team. 

  

 

Aries (March 21- April 19)  

Many Aries people will be celebrating 

their birthdays this  

month and so this already excitable sign 

will be even more full  

of life this month! However, you need to 

make sure that this  

love of life does not spill over into a 

selfish attitude. A  

promise needs to be honored this month. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20) 

If you are in doubt about the reliability 

of a friend early in  

the month you should listen to your 

instincts and act  

accordingly. Your intuition is fully 

switched on right now and  

this will help with a delicate matter 

concerning a colleague or  

school friend. Money receives a boost at 

the end of the month. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20) 

Sometimes you can find it hard to be a 

team player as you like  

to follow your own ideas through to their 

conclusion. Success  

this months depends on you being 

willing to take a back seat.  

Financially, this is a good month, but 

you need to wait to see  

the cash in your hands. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22) 

As a sign that is ruled by the Moon you 

respond strongly to the  

influence of those around you. Praise 

from an unexpected  

quarter will encourage you to reassess 

your life goals with  

positive results. However, donôt make 

any snap decisions as you  

need to be sure before you change 

direction. 

Leo (July 23-August 22) 

If at all possible you should take a break 

this month. You have  

been working extremely hard and 

although you have the  

enthusiasm you no longer have the 

energy reserves to keep up  

this level of effort. Single Leos will find 

love in the middle  

of the month at a leisure activity. 

Virgo (August 23- September 22) 

The influence of your ruling planet, 

Mercury, this month means  

that your communication skills are at 

their height. You should  

use this opportunity to straighten out any 

misunderstandings  

within your friendship group. 

Financially, beware risk taking  

after the 20th. 

Libra  (September 23-October 22) 

You are ruled by the planet Venus and 

this will be a very  

active planet in your life this month as it 

boosts the  

importance of friendship in your life. 

Sharing your problems  

with others will help and on the work 

front a goal can be  

achieved by building the right team. 

Scorpio (October 23-November 21) 

This is the best month of the whole year 

for you to make  



significant progress in your career or at 

school. You are in a  

very efficient mood and your natural 

discipline is strong now.  

Explain your lack of sociability to 

friends or they may begin  

to worry about your relationship to them. 

Sagittarius (November 22- December 

21) 

Your natural approach to problems is to 

try and defeat them  

through simple optimistic energy. 

However, this month you will  

be faced with some issues that require a 

more subtle approach.  

A loved one will give you advice and 

you need to make sure that  

you show your appreciation. 

Capricorn (December 22-January 19) 

Itôs not often that your artistic side is 

stimulated, but this  

month you will be feeling inclined to 

express your creativity.  

This will also act as a boost to your love 

life as a new and  

exciting side to your personality is 

revealed. Itôs a great  

month for going out to be entertained. 

Aquarius (January 20-February 18) 

This is your month to shine so be sure 

that you make the most  

of it. Not only will you be feeling 

glamorous when it comes to  

social events, but you will also be able to 

attract supporters  

at work or school. If that werenôt enough 

your finances are  

also looking increasingly strong 

Pisces (February 19- March 20) 

Even though your heart is elsewhere 

now it is important that  

you focus on money making 

opportunities this month. April  

brings a great deal of promise in terms of 

business  

possibilities. There may be difficulties 

on the home front, but  

these can be solved through 

compromise. 

 

*The horoscopes are organized for the 

month of April 

 

Movie   

 Gross 

1. Obsessed  

 $28.6m 

2. 17 Again  

 $11.5m 

3. Fighting  

 $11.0m 

4. The Soloist  

 $9.7m 

5. Earth   

 $8.8m 

6. Monsters vs. Aliens 

 $8.5m 

7. State of Play  

 $6.8m 

8. Hannah Montana 

 $6.4m 

9. Fast&Furious  

 $6.2m 

10. Crank High Voltage 

 $2.6m  

 



 
 

 You answer me, although I never ask you questions. What am I? 

(Answer on last page) 

\ 



BRHS/MS STUDENT OF THE WEEK 
Alyssa Collins 

 

  

 

 A new addition to our school paper is a section called ñStudent of the Weekò this 

section will honor students who have brought pride to Black River School. There will be 

one student from the middle school and one student from the high school will be 

recognized each week. The recipients will change every week. 

 

 The middle school recipient this issue was recently recognized for outstanding 

community service. George Tucker, a seventh grader received an award for his doing his 

part in the community.  

 

 For the high school, we would like to honor the recently inducted National Honor 

Society members, Holly Cloutier, Jake Goraj, Emily Hammond, Meara Kinne and Letty 

Mauriello. These students went through an interview with a panel of faculty members and 

were inducted into National Honor Society with a ceremony and dinner on Okemo. Letty 

Mauriello, one of the NHS inductees says, ñI am very honored to be in NHS and I hope 

that through this group I can provide my time and service to the community.ò 

 

 We would also like to recognize the Honor Roll for the Third Quarter. These 

students have put a lot of hard work into their studies and have earned a spot on the 

Honor Roll. 

 

Third Quarter Honor Roll: 

 

Grade 7: High Honors: Sarah Rumrill, Hannah Tobey, George Tucker Honors: Blakely 

Gilmore, Hannah Livingston, Gabrielle Miele, Sydney Miele, Hannah VanGuilder, 

Benjamin Veysey, Brooke Willard 

  

Grade 8: High Honors: Phoebe Tucker Honors: Riley Brown, Nicholas CIufo, Jordan 

Collins, Kelsey Rebhan 

 

Grade 9: High Honors: Alyssa Collins, Newton Rose, Noah Schmidt Honors: Lucey 

Gagner, Jesse Gillette, Vincent Guerrera, Hunter Hupp, Timothy Rumrill 

 

Grade 10: High Honors: Emily Hammond, Meara Kinne, Katlyn MacPherson, Leticia 

Mauriello Honors: Ashley Billings, David Creaser, Victor Cucullo, Chloe Demers, Sarah 

Hawkins, Gabrielle Macklin, Tiffany Roundy-Lane, Anna Sanford, Tyler Schaub, Naomi 

Sheldon 

 

Grade 11: High Honors: Amanda Chambers, Jake Goraj, Kaitlyn OôNeil, Christopher 

Turco Honors: Kirsten Corbin, Joseph Harlow, Divyam Shah, Derek Temple 

 
 



 
 

 

Upcoming Fundraisers 

Rachel Brzoza 

 

As the sun comes out and the weather gets warmer, make sure you donôt forget 

about our upcoming fundraisers:  

 

May 

1-15   Pampered Chef Sales          Sophomores 

8   Movie Night                     Sophomores  

15  Car Wash                       Freshmen 

30 Car Wash                       Juniors     

30 or 31 Dog Wash                    NHS 

 

June 

5 Car Wash          Sophomores 

 

Events in May: 

Divyam Shah 

 

2
nd

 Saturday:       SAT Test 

5
th
 Tuesday:        SAT Registration Deadline for6/6 test 

                 LES ñPOPSò Concert 7:00 p.m. 

      HS Art Show Opening 

8
th
 Friday:           ACT Registration Deadline for 6/13 test 

13
th
 Wednesday: Early Dismissal 12:00 



15
th
 Friday:         Freshman Car Wash 

16
th
 Saturday:     HS Prom at Epic Restaurant 

22
nd

 Friday:        Senior Class Trip (Return: 24
th
) 

25
th
 Monday:      No School 

                Memorial Day Parade 

28
th
 Thursday:    Spring Play - The Admirable Crichton 7:30 Town Hall 

 

                                
      (Repeated: 29

th  
and 30

th
) 

 

VT Captain Captured by Pirates 
Jesse Gillette  

 

 This past week, a group of Somali Pirates captured Vermont Captain Richard 

Phillips, along with others, on a 28 foot life boat. The Pirates sailed the international 

waters freely, while hijacking ships along the way. The Pirates put men and women to 

gunpoint in order to steal ships, and capture many people. The Pirates were shadowed by 

the U.S navy, off the horn of Africa, three days before Easter Sunday. The F.B.I sent in 

hostage negotiators along to join the Navy, incase of an immediate threat to the hostages.  

On Easter Sunday, the Pirates were spotted in the Indian Ocean. They were shot 

down by U.S Navy snipers, killing 3 of the Pirates, and wounding others. They were then 

able to rescue Phillips, and other captives.  

ñI am very pleased that we have rescued the Vermont Captain from the Pirates of 

Somali. Although itôs still unfortunate that some were injured and others killedò said Tim 

Rumrill when asked about the outcome of the situation. 

Many others around the state have rejoiced in the homecoming of their beloved 

captain. It was a great Easter present for all, and a story the Phillips family will never 

forget. 

  

Red Sox 

KyleMilligan 

The Baseball season is under way and there is already excitement. The Boston 

Reds sox started of struggling. Their pitchers are playing horrible. The red sox pitcher 

Josh Beckett already has one suspension under his belt. David Ortiz has to be having the 

worst start in his baseball career. MVP of last year, Dustin Pedroia, is there best infielder. 

Jason Bay, who we got from Pittsburgh in the Manny Ramirez trade, is hitting well. In 

one game Bay hit a game tying homerun in the bottom of the ninth to help us beat the 

New York Yankees. The Red sox are on an eleven game wining streak. On there way to 

there eleven game wining streak the Red sox had to sweep the Yankees. The Red sox 

started of their season horribly, but started to play better. The Red sox got knocked out of 

the playoffs last year and want to return. The Red sox will have to play the Yankees at 

home, were they have not played in the new stadium.  



The Yankees new stadium is turning out to be a favorite if you want to hit a 

homerun. The wind in the ball park carries the balls like they are nothing. The Red sox 

will have fun in that park. The Red sox are currently in first place, and have Tampa Bay 

up next. Everyone remembers last years game seven against Tampa, here they lost and 

were knocked out of the playoffs.  

 

Earthquake in Italy 
Divyam Shah 

 

The earthquake in Italy on April 6, 2009 had a magnitude of 6.3 and was one of 

the deadliest in Italy in nearly three decades. The quake, centered near L'Aquila about 70 

miles northeast of Rome, struck at 3:32 a.m. Monday, followed by a series of aftershocks 

that continued into Tuesday morning. ñIt was like a giant hammer underneath the ground, 

thumping beneath us ï boom, boom, boom.ò Ana Sarasan, a care worker, held her hand 

to her heart as if reliving the monstrous thuds that jolted her awake just after 3.30 am. ñI 

donôt know where to go,ò she said in tears as she surveyed the ruins of her flat. ñMy 

home is destroyed.ò 

Ambulances, fire engines, police and civil protection vehicles roared through the 

town, sirens wailing. Further up the hill a bulldozer was attacking the mountain of rubble 

that had once been a house. Rescue workers pulled at the debris with their hands and 

picks and shovels. The quake killed more than 150 people, injured 15,000 and left tens of 

thousands homeless. 

"All the public buildings have been affected." Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi 

said during a visit to the stricken region. "I can say there's hardly a building which was 

left without some sign of what has happened in the historical center of L'Aquila,"  

People were praying in search of hope of either finding someone they lost or 

either for getting back their shelter, food and going back to their normal life. ñIt is hard 

for us to believe right now," the Archbishop of L'Aquila told those assembled for an 

emotional Easter Mass, "But we must pray, we must pray that God gives us hope." 



 

 

 

 

 

 


