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Swine Flu Update 
Hannah Brzoza 

 

 As many people have already 

heard about the Swine flu, there is also a 

new flu virus of the Swine origin called 

Novel Influenza A (H1N1). This 

outbreak is spreading very rapidly in the 

United States. Itôs spreading from 

person-to-person. It is thought to be 

spread by coughing or sneezing. There 

have been a few cases of the swine flu in 

surrounding areas including Springfield 

and Rutland Vermont this week. ñI had a 

really bad headache and neck cramps, 

Manney said in a phone interview 

Monday, two days after test results came 

back from the Vermont Department of 

Health showing she had the state's latest 

case of H1N1 or swine flu.ò- Rutland 

Herald. This strain of the flu is spreading 

quite rapidly. Although it is said to not 

be as bad as in Mexico. 

 There are six states with 

confirmed deaths due to this virus. These 

states would include: Arizona, Missouri, 

New York, Texas, Utah and 

Washington. Because this is a new 

strand of virus many people will not be 

able to fight it off as easily or at all as if 

they would with other common colds. So 

far there is no vaccine to prevent this 

virus from occurring. As of now, H1N1 

is being detected through routine 

influenza surveillance systems. This is 

showing that there are much higher 

levels of influenza type illnesses in the 

United States than there has been in 

recent years. All people can really do to 

try to prevent contracting this illness is 

making sure to wash their hands plenty 

and cover their mouth when they cough 

or sneeze. 

 

Pontiac Closing 
Rachel & Hannah Brzoza 

 

 In case you havenôt yet heard, 

General Motors Corp. will no longer be 

selling Pontiac vehicles, a brand which 

has been sold since 1927.   

Across the U.S., Pontiac fanatics 

have been grieving the end of this 

production. They are brought back to a 

time when the infamous GTO first made 

its appearance, which is claimed to 

giving birth to the ñmuscle carò era.  

 Pontiacôs company history dates 

back to 1893 with the Pontiac Buggy Co. 

located in Pontiac, Michigan. Although 

they only made horse drawn carriages at 

the time, the moment founder Edward 

Murphy took notice of the rising 

automobile sales, he saw great potential 

in the business, starting the Oakland 

Motor Car Co. in 1907. 

 In 1927, GM was faced with 

economic pressures, and created the 

Pontiac line under the support of 



Oakland. Within 9 years of creating the 

line, more than one million Pontiacs had 

been sold, boosting the popularity of the 

brand.  

Today, even as the Pontiac has 

been made into smaller, sportier cars, 

GM has lost much economic share, 

leading to the closure of the line. This 

reality will be the reasoning behind the 

closing of 13 plants, half its dealerships, 

and eliminate at least 21,000 factory 

jobs.  

According the Washington 

Times, a Detroit mayor was quoted, "It's 

almost like we are watching our history 

just slip away in front of our eyes. It's a 

world-famous brand and some beautiful 

cars have come out of those models."  

Finally, itôs sad to say that the 

Pontiac will forever be a part of the past.  

 

 

Teen Cancer Patient and Mother 

Return Home 
Letty Mauriello 

 A 13 year-old cancer patient and 

his mother, who fled Minnesota to avoid 

court-ordered chemotherapy, returned 

voluntarily Monday, May 25. The young 

Daniel Hauser underwent one round of 

chemotherapy in February, but due to 

religious beliefs, the Hauser family 

ceased the treatments. Daniel and his 

mother, Colleen Hauser, fled to Los 

Angeles last week, and FBI officials 

believed that their intentions were to go 

to Mexico, seeking alternative, natural 

cancer treatments. 

 A nationwide search began for 

the two, but on Memorial Day, Colleen 

and her son arrived in Minnesota on a 

charter flight early in the morning. 

Daniel was immediately evaluated by a 

doctor, but it is unknown as to where he 

and his mother had traveled to or if he 

had received any treatment during that 

time. 

 Due to the fact that Colleen 

returned willingly, a warrant for her 

arrest was lifted, and the Hausers still 

have custody of Daniel. It appears, 

however, that Colleenôs husband, 

Anthony Hauser, had no knowledge of 

his wife and sonôs plans. On Thursday, 

May 21, he appeared before reporters 

asking for his wife to call him and come 

home, ñIf youôre out there, please bring 

Danny home so we can decide as a 

family what Dannyôs treatment should 

be,ò Said Mr. Hauser. 

 After examinations, doctors 

found that Danielôs tumor had increased 

in size, but if he were to undergo proper 

treatments, he would have a 90 percent 

chance of survival. If Daniel should 

continue to stray from medical care, the 

likelihood he will survive his Hodgkinôs 

Lymphoma dives steeply down to a 5 

percent chance. 

 When asked whether Daniel 

should undergo traditional U.S. 

treatments or not, BRHS sophomore 

Jake Covell stated, ñI think he should 

most likely do the chemotherapy. Itôs the 

smarter choice.ò 

Sexting 
Jake Covell 

 Recently a new form of texting 

harassment has been introduced to teens 

in the U.S. If harassing people and 

sending certain comments wasnôt 

enough, teens now have been texting 

explicit photos of themselves among 

people. The photos are of most teenôs 

inappropriate body parts or other 

offensive pictures. It now has become 

highly popular among teens. The picture 

starts off being sent to a select amount of 

people, it can then be sent as a blanket 

text to as many people as you choose. 



 Many kids take it as a joke and 

think of it as funny, but it is becoming a 

very serious legal matter. Just this week 

there were three teenage girls who sent 

nude pictures of themselves to three 

male classmates. The male classmates 

are now being charged with the use of 

child pornography. In a recent national 

survey, over 20% of high school 

students said that they were involved 

with sexting. Another way teens have 

found to do this is online. Using instant 

messaging servers and other websites 

where they can send pictures. 

  It has become a serious matter in 

most of the U.S and is not being 

tolerated. Kids may find it funny now 

but they will not when they are facing 

criminal charges. Hopefully, this new 

phase will be over with soon or more 

teen will be charged with these crimes. 

   

 

 

Obama at Notre Dame 

Divyam Shah 

 

President Obama spoke about the 

issue on abortion on Sunday, May 16. 

He asked for a better understanding on 

both sides of the debate. ñI do not 

suggest that the debate surrounding 

abortion can or should go away,ò he 

said, according to prepared remarks. ñAt 

some level, the views of the two camps 

are irreconcilable. Each side will 

continue to make its case to the public 

with passion and conviction. But surely 

we can do so without reducing those 

with differing views to caricature.ò 

 One man shouting during 

Obamaôs speech was escorted from the 

arena, as those gathered applauded the 

president. Then, another man shouted 

ñabortion is murder,ò triggering boos 

from the crowd and another escort from 

the hall. A third man followed by 

shouting, ñStop killing our children,ò as 

Obama continued through his speech. 

Since Obamaôs late March 

acceptance of the universityôs invitation 

to speak, a national furor has brewed 

over whether such a prominent supporter 

of abortion rights and embryonic stem 

cell research should be honored at one of 

Americaôs premier Catholic universities. 

Obama, wearing the blue gown 

of the University of Notre Dame, said he 

did not change his position on the issue 

but did instruct his staff to change the 

language on his Web site. He said he 

also said a prayer that night to ask that 

he might extend the same presumption 

of good faith to others. 

ñWhen we open our hearts and 

our minds to those who may not think 

like we do or believe what we do ð 

thatôs when we discover at least the 

possibility of common ground,ò he said. 

 
 

End of the Sri Lankan Civil War  
Letty Mauriello 

            On May 19, the war between the 

Sri Lankan government and the rebel 

army known as the Tamil Tigers ended 

after twenty-five years of terror. It 

concluded with a victory for the island 

nationôs government, and with the death 

of the Tamil Tigerôs leader, Velupillai 



Prabhakaran, comes the assurance that 

the Tigersô bark will forever remain 

worse than its bite. 

            The warring broke out on July 

23, 1983 after years of disputes over the 

Tamil lands in Northern Sri Lanka. From 

that day onward, the terror was 

unstoppable and in a decadeôs time, 

thousands would become victim to 

unending violence that would span 

through an entire generation. 

            Since the turn of the century, 

other nations, near and far have been 

urging the two sides to make peace and 

end the massacre. Those among this 

group have included the United States, 

India, Norway, Japan, Switzerland and 

many others. It was until merely a few 

days ago did their efforts prove to not be 

in vain.  

            When I asked about her thoughts 

on the Sri Lanka Civil War, Katie 

MacPherson responded, ñI canôt believe 

it went on for that long.ò She adds, 

ñThatôs nuts.ò 

            ñI think they [the government] 

shouldôve just let them [the Tamil 

Tigers] have it,ò Says sophomore Joseph 

Galimi, ñThey need to learn a word 

called compromise.ò 

            It is with hope that Sri Lanka 

should find peace for a very long time 

and that any future disputes may be 

resolved without war. 

 

The Largest Democracy Votes 

Divyam Shah 

 

India, the largest democracy in 

the world and having the largest 

electorate in the world had their general 

election on April 16, April 22/23, May 7 

and May 13, 2009 which is held in five 

phases. The results were announced on 

May 16, 2009. 

 According to the Indian 

Constitution, elections in India for the 

Lok Sabha (the lower house) must be 

held at least every five years under 

normal circumstances. With the last 

elections held in 2004, the term of the 

14th Lok Sabha expires on June 1, 2009.  

The election is conducted by the 

Election Commission of India, which 

estimates an electorate of 714 million 

voters, an increase of 43 million over the 

2004 election. During the budget 

presented in February 2009, Rs.1, 120 

Crores (ú176 million) was budgeted for 

election expenses. 

 On May 16, 2009, after poor 

showing in early trends that showed 

Indian National Congress and the United 

Progressive Alliance, with 200+ seats, 

Bharatiya Janata Party conceded defeat, 

and acknowledged that they could not be 

the single largest party or a single largest 

alliance. 

 

http://linx.chitika.net/sosearch?xargs=4NFWMQhXu1a8%2Bo70Czl0gTWo4DUcxLs7nf4dNcMBzhOZDnCdkNUQ2UHZ1w1zcD%2Bo2ZJbCqx9zLu/sXQfA6fj3QMdJIIUAkvarCW9zDyVAOJ2bsKQOQTUoFRBAaZKM2fvby7oT%2BHQpkUhR6Y4iQf6jD2EC3Bey9QAoa/9glXbLFBQjUMPfZF9LlCh4QmMPJIOf6auQLA%2BTqtDAvd6GwOnpeEfoOHpxRDiizmSbFXAU4y5lk7ijCXkcn7%2BdKh7YWgME/x7ClkjgUIioHTcqlvNtLzl3FMFIbWcdSlK0oyWJiFiSX0HfPj5vqBJCZ3BfYlzugcYFbi5jhE%3D&q=Indian%20National%20Congress
http://linx.chitika.net/track?target=http%3A//rc.us-east.srv.overture.com/d/sr/%3Fxargs%3D20ADNlwYTJlP6lSd8QLB9B12m-OxPivVQriPErSkJzcfDU-BEVuw0TNT_S7LUjMPTs3kKa1BH4rFCLp2Oe5LbGR9gykb-3ITH7NXPIP_Jk_NXiEq5ApXvQWVuwJYlFKvPa4qsmCMH8QdBtDyVTsJtU8Km7HkUBnsJU0X2COsKJSWZYPg2KEIlKRn4cP3hOSIwWJ20UWpaO8SrCWtlWF5Wh3ZlGnb4sVPj_25Np4mvyPBlG.000000024ca26891%26op%3Dbe70c57&xargs=71QsVPVOJGWmmw8ZrZKQz8bSFkTh5lOb6Z1TiIhA88nI4n32inIjOxmDQ0/IWC6QsshWyjUlywwssS9ldDwg%2BdOE2PMtAgLgWewNR2wkmN%2B6WJ5MXltK2MBNVfHrNVvsAbjl4%2BJpD87/c1qKFEawbSyiV5WdhNqxxswOpQH07EDiFas16Bju7ZA4wEzi7SN7DtOWt%2BmZoVah7VwXAIpcbrpCQgI6qGyp50NbWtMpIHDYvAzzo0r1%2BiYUa/H05rHxz09GYR27tSO6UaEqG22GgM0HYp/1xFeFqEiJWt%2BO%2BUY%2B5UMRGDa2oxXZnJTny9uuxi/jpG/9mvA%3D&keyword=single%20largest%20alliance
http://linx.chitika.net/track?target=http%3A//rc.us-east.srv.overture.com/d/sr/%3Fxargs%3D20ADNlwYTJlP6lSd8QLB9B12m-OxPivVQriPErSkJzcfDU-BEVuw0TNT_S7LUjMPTs3kKa1BH4rFCLp2Oe5LbGR9gykb-3ITH7NXPIP_Jk_NXiEq5ApXvQWVuwJYlFKvPa4qsmCMH8QdBtDyVTsJtU8Km7HkUBnsJU0X2COsKJSWZYPg2KEIlKRn4cP3hOSIwWJ20UWpaO8SrCWtlWF5Wh3ZlGnb4sVPj_25Np4mvyPBlG.000000024ca26891%26op%3Dbe70c57&xargs=71QsVPVOJGWmmw8ZrZKQz8bSFkTh5lOb6Z1TiIhA88nI4n32inIjOxmDQ0/IWC6QsshWyjUlywwssS9ldDwg%2BdOE2PMtAgLgWewNR2wkmN%2B6WJ5MXltK2MBNVfHrNVvsAbjl4%2BJpD87/c1qKFEawbSyiV5WdhNqxxswOpQH07EDiFas16Bju7ZA4wEzi7SN7DtOWt%2BmZoVah7VwXAIpcbrpCQgI6qGyp50NbWtMpIHDYvAzzo0r1%2BiYUa/H05rHxz09GYR27tSO6UaEqG22GgM0HYp/1xFeFqEiJWt%2BO%2BUY%2B5UMRGDa2oxXZnJTny9uuxi/jpG/9mvA%3D&keyword=single%20largest%20alliance


 
 

 

Star Trek 
Jake Covell 

  Recently new to theaters is the 

box office smash known as Star Trek. 

The remaking of an old time classic by 

J.J Abrams is modernized and has great 

visual effects. The movie uses many 

special effects but the movie is not 

overtaken by them. It also has a great 

story and dialogue. 

 The movie starts from the very 

beginning of the Star Trek story 

introducing you to how the main 

character Captain Kirk was brought up. 

Starting off with his father and how he 

died when Kirk was a child. It quickly 

moves through his life on Earth and goes 

to the point where he is a young adult. 

He eventually gets the opportunity to go 

and become a member of the Star Trek 

army after meeting an old friend of his 

fathers. He first starts off in the academy 

for 3 years which we only see a glimpse 

of. He sneaks onto the ship and tries to 

help them out of a trap. Once he is a 

member of the ship, he goes through an 

adventure and struggle to become the 

captain he is meant to be. Throughout 

the story there are many fight sequences, 

including fights between the spaceships 

and the people.  

 Overall, I think this was a very 

good movie and will be one of the best 

for the summer. It is made for people 

who already are Star Trek fanatics and 

for people who are just being introduced 

to the series. I recommend going to see it 

some time soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Drive Thru Amendment Considered 

In Ludlow  

Alyssa Collins 

 

 In Ludlow, a proposal for a fast 

food restaurant with a drive thru window 

has everyone thinking.  

 The vacant lot behind Cota and 

Cota and Panarellos may soon be filled 

with a three pump gas station by 



Champlain Oil. The president of 

Champlain Oil says that the only way 

they would be able to compete with 

already residing gas stations would be to 

have a fast food restaurant with a drive 

thru window. Many residents thought 

that it would be a McDonalds, but 

Champlain Oil Company hasnôt said 

anything official. 

 ñIf there was a drive thru in 

Ludlow I would probably be the fattest 

man alive,ò says Black River Sophomore 

Jake Covell. This is what residents are 

afraid of. The major argument against 

the drive thru is the loss of business that 

local businesses rely on to stay open. 

Many of the businesses up and down 

Main Street rely on foot traffic, which 

can be lost due to a drive thru. During 

the ski season, when there are a lot of 

people visiting Ludlow, our local 

businesses flourish. Visitors want to eat 

dinner after a long day at the mountain 

and while they are waiting for their 

reservations, they explore our little town. 

These walk-ins really affect our local 

economy and keep local businesses 

alive. Other local restaurants want the 

amendment to allow their business to 

create a drive thru so they could compete 

with the fast food restaurant.  

 When the town held a meeting on 

this many people came to voice their 

opinions and many in attendance were 

not in favor of this new idea. In 1995, an 

amendment like this was discussed but 

the town voiced their opposition and as 

we know it didnôt pass. Some remember 

this trial and say that it is a waste of time 

to try to pass this again when we have 

seen what the people want. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sophomore Sale 
Jake Covell 

 
 Coming up are the sophomores 

carwash and yard sale on the weekend of 

June 6th and 7
th
. On the 6

th
 their will be 

a carwash down at the fire station 

accepting donations. There, students will 

be handing out coupons for food on the 

next dayôs sale. On the 7
th
 they will be 

having a sale of various things such as: 

electronics, bath and body, books, small 

furniture, kitchenware, and other items. 

There will be food and beverage, face 

painting and balloons for children, and 

activities.  

 When asked about the sale the 

class advisor Mr. Bannon said ñOur 

class is very excited about this sale, it is 

not only going to be a tag sale but there 

will also be a bake saleò. All the 

proceeds of this sale will go to benefit 

the Black River sophomore class. This 

sale will only be Sunday the 6
th
 so do not 

miss it. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Black River Softball and Baseball 

Alyssa Collins 

 

 As the season winds down and 

playoffs begin, both the softball and the 

baseball teams here at Black River are 

ready for the challenge. 

 Itôs true that the first time that a 

team competes in the state championship 

game, the adrenaline is much stronger 

than the second or the third time. Both 



our baseball and softball teams won the 

Division Four state title last year and are 

looking to do it again.  

 The girlôs softball team has a 

record of 13-2. Going into the playoffs 

the girls are the two time defending state 

champions. They have big expectations 

with what they have been able to 

accomplish in the last few years.  

 The boys hold the number two 

spot having a record of 11-4. Last year, 

the boyôs baseball team also won the 

state title and are hoping to repeat. 

ñHeading into this yearôs playoffs, I 

hope to see our team succeed and 

eventually secure a second title for Black 

River baseball,ò says third baseman Tim 

Rumrill. 

 Both the softball and the baseball 

teams are looking good going into the 

playoffs and hopefully they will both 

bring home a state title. 

 

Filly Wins Preakness 

Tim Rumrill 

The sport of horseracing has 

been around for many of years. The 

races usually end with a male horse 

taking the title of ñchampionò. 

That would all change when Filly 

Rachel Alexandra pulled off an amazing 

victory in the 134
th
 running of the Grade 

1, $1,100,000 Preakness Stakes at 

Pimlico Race Course. Alexandra really 

ñgave it to them [the boys]ò in order to 

pull off the huge win.  

The day began with a  light 

drizzle, but that would not stop Rachel 

from proving herself an the 9-5 favorite 

to the world of horseracing. Rachel 

Alexandra, paid $5.60, $4.60 and $3.60 

as she won her sixth consecutive race. 

She topped a $39.20 exacta, a $216.20 

trifecta and a $2,903.80 superfecta. The 

Super High Five, coupling the first five 

finishers of the race in exact order, paid 

$17,001.60. Ridden by jockey Calvin 

Borel the tall bay filly would never look 

back as she maintained a lead for the 

whole race. This lead was not an easy 

thing to control as Kentucky Derby 

winner, Mine That Bird, alongside 

Musket Man, a third-place winner in the 

derby, would test her skills the entire 

race. 

Following the race Calvin 

stopped and spoke to the press. He stated 

that ñShe [the horse] stuggled a lot (with 

the track).ò Calvin went on to comment 

on the ñnarrow trackò and how that 

caused some of her ñstruggling at the 

endò. Borel wrapped his interview up 

with stating, ñSheôs the best racehorse 

Iôve been on in my lifeò. 

The press also caught up with the 

second place winner Mike Smith who 

rode Mine That Bird. Mike said that 

ñheôs [Mine That Bird] a tough little 

dudeò. Smith, with a mud covered face 

said ñ[Rachel Alexandra] beat the 

greatest colts in the country today. You 

have to take your hat off to her,ò and boy 

you cannot argue that. It was a great 

display of talent that Rachel Alexandra 

showed and that team may now focus on 

the Triple Crown. 

 

 

NHL 
Jesse Gillette 

 The NHL season is winding 

down, with only 2 teams remaining. The 

Pittsburgh Penguins defending the 

Eastern Conference, and the Detroit Red 

Wings defending the Western 

Conference. The two teams will play a 7 

game series until one of them gets 4 

wins. 

The Red Wings, winner of last 

years Stanley Cup, won the Western 

Conference finals 4 games to 1. The Red 

Wings have a strong defense with Chris 



Osgood in the net currently having a 

.921 save percentage. The Black Hawks 

are not as experienced as the Wings, as 

they were in their first playoffs in 2003. 

Their offense is not as strong as their 

opponentôs, which has them pushing 

hard each game. Luckily, their defense is 

solid with Nikolai Khabibulin in the net. 

The Red Wings are 4 wins away from 

reclaiming their title. ñThe Penguins 

may be birds, but they donôt have 

Wingsò said Jake Covell. 

  The Pittsburgh Penguins swept 

the series 4 games to none. Penguins 

have one of the best offensive lines and 

one of the biggest goalies in the league. 

And of course, Sidney Crosby, who is 

believed to be the best scorer in the 

NHL. Crosby has 103 points this season, 

and 28 in the playoffs. The Hurricanes 

put up a fight, but were no match for the 

Penguins. 

The Penguins will be competing 

for the Stanly Cup against the Red 

Wings or the Black Hawks.   

ñI think the Penguins will win it 

all. I had faith in them from the 

beginningò, said freshman, Kyle 

Milligan. 

 

http://sports.espn.go.com/nhl/players/profile?playerId=445


End of the Year Examination Schedule 

2008-2009 
Anna Sanford 

 

High School Schedule: 
 

Tuesday, June 16: 

 

7:45 ï 9:10  Period G 

9:25 ï 10:50  Period A 

10:50 ï 11:15  Lunch 

11:15   Dismissal  

11:30   Busses Leave 

 

Wednesday, June 17: 

 

7:45 ï 9:10  Period B 

9:25 ï 10:50  Period C 

10:50 ï 11:15  Lunch 

11:15   Dismissal 

11:30   Busses Leave 

 

Thursday, June 18: 

 

7:45 ï 9:10  Period D 

9:25 ï 10:50  Period F 

10:50 - 11:15  Lunch 

11:15   Dismissal 

11:30   Busses Leave 

 

 

*Make-up exams will be mutually scheduled between student and teacher.  

 

Students in the high school may leave at 9:15 if they have transportation. 

 

ǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒ 

Students who complete their exams early are to remain in class ï NO EXCEPTIONS. 

 Buses will leave for early dismissal at 11:30 and again at 2:20. 

   There will be no Mount Holly late bus on June, 16, 17, or 18. 

ǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒǒ 

 

 

 The Black River High School exam schedule is likely to change; the current 

placement of classes is not set in stone. If the exam is changed your teachers will be 

providing you with an updated copy. 

   



 The duration of the exams will last one hour and twenty-five minutes. Make up 

exams are not on a scheduled day and will need to be done with the equal consent of the 

student and teacher. If you do not have a class period during one of the exams you do not 

have to attend the examination period, and may arrive to school late or leave early with a 

note from a parent of guardian.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Black Tie Affair 
  

Prom was held at Epic 

restaurant at Okemo 

Mountain on the 16 of May.  


